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L.A. Art Show

Fain, not shine, and the show did go on

By Sally Gales

On the evening of January 23, wine fowed, calebrities gathened, musiclans played live
miusic, and Tanciul hors d'oeuvres wene served. Beauliful gowns swished as elegant
|ladies mused ower conlemparary ar and desp woioes murmuned as men in designer suils
discussad the painings. The opening gala of Los Angeles” 13t Annual Arl Show was ha
place 1o be on this Wednesday evening in January

Hald at the Barker Hangar in Santa Manica, the opening gala marked tha Srst night of the
Tour-day event, The art show boasted mona than 125 exhibitors from around e world
including Charles Cowles Gallery from New York, George Slem Fing Ars from California,
Neffe-Degandt Fine A, and Siaps Galery from England, and many more. The deaters
braught with them mong ;han 10,000 examples of fing an, fnom culing-edge conlemparary
pleces 1o some of histony's fines! works, resulling n the LA, Art Show being one of the
|langest an exnibiions o ever lake place on the West Coast

Thits year akso marked this firgl ime oves tal the Inlemational Fine Print Dealers
Assoclation’s Los Angedes Fina Prind Fair joined the exhibiton. By joining tha show, thay
offered a variety of prints ai lesser prices, which enabled the LA A shaw 1o expand Iis
Irtenest io baginner collecions

The honorable Antonio R. Villaraigosa, mayor of Los Angeles, was named Honorary Gala
Chair, “Nis a privilege o be a pan of what has bacome such a cullurally monumental
event in our city,” remarked Villaraigosa, “and a pleasure 1o simulianecusly contribuie io
e Loz Angeles Cownty Museum of An Lating Ams Infiatve,”

Despita the pouring rain, an unstable markat, and high ar prices, the 2008 ant show was
able 10 raisa a recond-breaking $20 million in sales, primarily thanks o the 25,000
alendaas. Some bold-fced namas In attendancs ware Patici Haatan, Willlam Shatnad
Sagwe Martin, Billy Crystal, Kevin Bacon, David Eigenberg, and Owen Wilson (who
purchased a 312,000 plece by Maya Lin). A porion of the proceeds from the: gala will help
fund Phamom Sightings: Art Afier tha Chicano Movement al tha LACMA in the spring of
2008

In addition to Be axhibition of fing 4, abendees wene able 1o sample cuising from some of
Los Angales’ most acclaimed restaurants &s well as enjoy select cocktalls. The show alsa
offered & series of leclures and presentations including “Art Collectors’ Boot Camp,” a
wine tasting with Ed Kllllan presanted by Archisectural Digest and Souverain Wines. One
of thie most pogular panaliss was Geonge Malrod of Al Lid. who had standing room anly
whan he axplored Los Angeles as a legitmate arl capital

Basad on this year's amazing tumoul, discussion of nexl year's gala has already bagun.
Thiere iS5 talk of expanding the venue for 2009 and the 14th Annual Los Angeles Aft Show
has daws sel for January 21-25, 2004

This years an show may be over, bt ils resuits have placed Los Angeles on the road 1o
becoming a legitimate an capital in the world's view. The 13th Annual Los Angoedes Ar
Show was an affalr o remember and certainly leaves an connolssaurs and appreciaions in
anticipation o e what next year will bring.



